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Exemption Legends

A proper exemption legend or proof of filing citation must be presented for an SED transmitted electronically. 

(a) Items identified on the USML must meet the pre-departure reporting requirements identified in the ITAR (22 CFR, Part 120-130) for the State Department requirements concerning AES proof of filing citations and time and place of filing.

(b) For shipments other than USML, the USPPI or the authorized agent is responsible for annotating the proper exemption legend on the bill of lading, air waybill, or other commercial loading document for presentation to the carrier prior to tendering the cargo to the exporting carrier.  The carrier is responsible for transmitting the appropriate exemption legend to the CBP Port Director at the port of exportation.  The exemption legend will identify that the shipment information has been transmitted and electronically filed using AES.  The exemption legend must be clearly visible on the first page of the bill of lading, air waybill, or other commercial loading document.  

(c) For shipments of rough diamonds, the proof of filing citation shall include the statement, ‘No SED Required-AES-<followed by the ITN>’.  The ITN is required to be shown on the Kimberly Process Certificate for all exports  (re-exports) of rough diamonds to certify that the diamonds have been controlled through the Kimberley Process Certificate Scheme, as defined in Section 3 of Public Law 108-19 or the Clean Diamond Trade Act and implemented in the Rough Diamonds Control Regulations (31 CFR Part 592).

Failure to properly report an exemption legend can result in a delayed, detained and/or penalized export shipment. 

Table A: Acceptable AES Exemption Legends
AES Filing Option
Acceptable AES Exemption Legend

Option 2 
NO SED REQUIRED-AES-<Filer ID+SRN>

NO SED AES- <Filer ID+SRN>

NDR AES- <Filer ID+SRN>

AES- <Filer ID+SRN>

AES- <ITN> 

Option 4, when filed by the USPPI
NO SED Required AES OPT 4 <USPPI EIN> 

NO SED- AES4-<USPPI EIN>

NDR -AES4- <USPPI EIN>

AES4- <USPPI EIN>

Option 4, when filed by other than the USPPI
NO SED Required AES OPT 4 <USPPI EIN + Filer ID>

NO SED- AES4-<USPPI EIN + Filer ID>

NDR -AES4- <USPPI EIN + Filer ID>

AES4- <USPPI EIN + Filer ID>

When using Option 4, it is critical that the filing option indicator (4) is included in the exemption legend as shown in the table.
Table B: Terms and Definitions Used in Acceptable Exemption Legends

Term
Definition

SED
Shipper’s Export Declaration.

NDR
No Shipper’s Export Declaration Required

Filer ID
9-digit identification number of the party filing the commodity shipment information in AES as reported on the ‘A’ record.

SRN
Shipment Reference Number.  A unique identifier the export shipment as reported in AES on the SC1 record.  The SRN can be up to 17 alphanumeric characters.  The SRN must be unique for five years.

ITN
Internal Transaction Number.  The unique AES generated confirmation number that indicates to the filer and to CBP that the export shipment has been accepted as transmitted and electronically filed using AES.
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