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October 2, 2001

TO
      :
Directors, Field Operations

FROM
      :
Executive Director, Trade Programs



Office of Field Operations

PASS TO :
Port Directors; Assistant Port Directors, Trade; National



Import Specialists; Import Specialists; Inspectors; Entry



Officers; Brokers and Importers

SUBJECT:
TBT-01-004-01 Descriptive Information Regarding



Short Supply Fabrics – Amended [TC# FO 02-0009]

REFERENCE:
TBT-00-023-01 Caribbean Basin Trade Partnership


Act (CBTPA) Implementation Instructions


TBT-01-008 African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA)


Implementation Instructions

BACKGROUND:

The Trade and Development Act of 2000, which was signed into law on

May 18, 2000, authorized a new trade and investment policy for sub-Saharan Africa and the expansion of trade benefits to the countries in the Caribbean Basin.  These trade programs allow for preferential tariff treatment when apparel articles are both cut (or knit-to-shape) and sewn or otherwise assembled in one or more beneficiary countries from fabrics or yarn not formed in the United States or in one or more such beneficiary countries

and not widely available in commercial quantities, i.e. short supply.  The fabrics and yarns that we have identified as short supply include:

a) fine count cotton knitted fabrics for certain apparel (see general note 12[t], Chapter 61, chapter rules 61.27[A], 61.30[A] and 61.32[A]),

b) linen fabrics and yarns of flax, except knitted or crocheted fabrics,

c) silk fabrics and yarns, except knitted or crocheted fabrics,

d) cotton velveteen,

e) fine wale corduroy,

f) Harris Tweed,
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g) certain woven fabrics made with animal hairs (see general

note 12[t], chapter 62, chapter rule 2 [D]),

h) certain lightweight, high thread count cotton poly-cotton woven fabrics (see general note 12[t], chapter 62, chapter rule 2 [E]),

i) certain lightweight, high thread count broadwoven fabrics used in production of men's and boys’ shirts (see general note 12[t], chapter 62.SR30, subheading rule a-i), and

j) quilted textile products in the piece of heading 5811.00.

INFORMATION:

The following information is being provided to clarify the short supply list.

Apparel goods of Chapter 62 may use the following fabrics for the outer shell of the apparel, provided the outer shell, exclusive of collars or cuffs, is wholly of one of more of the following:

(A) Velveteen fabrics of subheading 5801.23, containing

85 percent or more by weight of cotton;

(B) Corduroy fabrics of subheading 5801.22, containing 85 percent or more by weight of cotton and containing more than 7.5 wales per centimeter;

(C) Fabrics of subheadings 5111.11 or 5111.19, if hand-woven, with a loom width of less than 76 cm, woven in the United Kingdom in accordance with the rules and regulations of the Harris Tweed Association, Ltd., and so certified by the Association;

(D) Fabrics of subheading 5112.30, weighing not more than

340 grams per square meter, containing wool, not less than

20 percent by weight of fine animal hair and not less than

15 percent by weight of man-made staple fibers; or

(E) Batiste fabrics of subheadings 5513.11 or 5513.21, of square construction, of single yarns exceeding 76 metric count, containing between 60 and 70 warp ends and filling picks per square centimeter, of a weight not exceeding 110 grams per square meter.
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Men’s or boys' shirts of cotton (subheading 6205.20) or of man-made fibers (subheading 6205.30) may use the following fabrics for the outer shell of the shirts, exclusive of collars or cuffs, provided the outer shell is wholly of one or more of the following:

(A) Fabrics of subheadings 5208.21, 5208.22, 5208.29, 5208.31, 5208.32, 5208.39, 5208.41, 5208.42, 5208.49, 5208.51, 5208.52 or 5208.59, of average yarn number exceeding

135 metric;

(B) Fabrics of subheadings 5513.11 or 5513.21, not of square construction, containing more than 70 warp ends and filling picks per square centimeter, of average yarn number exceeding 70 metric;

(C) Fabrics of subheadings 5210.21 or 5210.31, not of square construction, containing more than 70 warp ends and filling picks per square centimeter, of average yarn number exceeding 70 metric;

(D) Fabrics of subheadings 5208.22 or 5208.32, not of square construction, containing more than 75 warp ends and filling picks per square centimeter, of average yarn number exceeding 65 metric;

(E) Fabrics of subheadings 5407.81, 5407.82 or 5407.83, weighing less than 170 grams per square meter, having a dobby weave created by a dobby attachment;

(F) Fabrics of subheadings 5208.42 or 5208.49, not of square construction, containing more than 85 warp ends and filling picks per square centimeter, of average yarn number exceeding 85 metric;

(G) Fabrics of subheading 5208.51, of square construction, containing more than 75 warp ends and filling picks per square centimeter, made with single yarns, of average yarn number 95 or greater metric;

(H) Fabrics of subheading 5208.41, of square construction, with a gingham pattern, containing more than 85 warp ends and filling picks per square centimeter, made with single yarns, of average yarn number 95 or greater metric, and characterized by a check effect produced by the variation in color of the yarns in the warp and filling; or
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(I) Fabrics of subheading 5208.41, with the warp colored with vegetable dyes, and the filling yarns white or colored with vegetable dyes, of average yarn number greater than

65 metric.

For only men's & boys' nightshirts and pajamas and women's & girls' briefs, panties, nightdresses and pajamas (exclusive of collar, cuffs, waistband or elastic or lace respectively), wholly of circular knit fabric, wholly of cotton yarns exceeding 100 metric number per single yarn may be used.

For all apparel articles, classified in Chapter 61 and 62, except for goods classified in 6212.10, the following may be used:  silk fabric, other than knitted or crocheted; silk yarn; linen fabric, other than knitted or crocheted; flax yarn; and quilted textile products in the piece of heading 5811.00.

Certain apparel articles would be eligible to receive AGOA or CBTPA preferential tariff treatment if those articles are made from short supply fabric or yarn both cut (or knit-to-shape) and sewn or otherwise assembled in one or more beneficiary countries.  The short supply fabrics or yarns used may not be formed in the United States or in any AGOA or CBTPA beneficiary country.  However, the remaining textile components, other than short supply, may be constructed of fabrics and yarns regardless of origin.

***In addition, once additional short supply fabrics or yarns have been established under 19 C.F.R. 10.223(a)(8), the fabrics or yarns would follow the origin and production standards as established by Committee for the Implementation of Textile Agreements (CITA).

FURTHER INFORMATION:

Please note that the paragraph prefaced by  “***” has been amended.  If you have any questions concerning the short supply provision, please contact Susan Thomas, at (202) 927-3719 or Robert Abels, at (202) 927-1959.

/s/

Elizabeth G. Durant

cc:  Executive Director, Field Operations

