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TO:

Directors, Field Operations

Port Directors

FROM:
Director, Trade Programs

SUBJECT:    TBT-01-006 Temporary Entry Processing Instructions for All Quota/Visa Type  

Entries from the Sub-Saharan African Countries

PASS TO:
Assistant Port Directors, National Import Specialists, Import Specialists, Inspectors, Entry Specialists, Brokers, Importers and Other Interested Parties

BACKGROUND:

The U.S. Customs Service has begun making programming changes to prepare for the allowance of claims under the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA).  It has come to our attention that these updates have caused some problems when quota/visa type entries are made for merchandise with an African country declared as the country of origin.  Therefore until the system can be corrected, non-ABI quota/visa type entries must be filed if the filer cannot successfully transmit the entry through ABI when an African country is declared as the country of origin.  If Customs ports have problems processing through QSUP or other means, the entry must be rejected for a non-ABI quota/visa type entry.  It is anticipated that the corrections will be made quickly.


ACTION:

Until further notice all quota/visa type entries with a Sub-Saharan African country declared as country of origin must be filed via a non-ABI quota/visa type entry if problems occur during transmission or processing at the Customs port.

INFORMATION:

Questions from the importing community regarding this electronic message should be referred to the local Customs port.  The Customs port of entry may refer questions through cc: mail to HQ QUOTA, or contact John Pierce at (202) 927-5396.

/s/

Elizabeth G. Durant

cc:  Executive Director, Field Operations

