March 28, 2001

ENF-1-FO-TP-IA-TT CP 

TO: 


All Directors, Field Operations 

FROM: 

Executive Director, Trade Programs Office of Field Operations 

PASS TO: 
Port Directors, Assistant Port Directors, Import Specialists, Inspectors, Entry Specialists, Importers, Brokers and Other Interested Parties 

SUBJECT: 
TBT-01-020-- Macau MID Number Format Must Use the Factory Name 

REFERENCE:  
19 C.F.R. 12.130(g), CD 0993550-055, CD 0993550-061, 

TBT 98-093, Circular Letter no. 11/99/DCO 

BACKGROUND: 

In a directive from the Chairman of the Committee for the Implementation of Textile Agreements (CITA) dated July 27, 1999, U.S. Customs was instructed to deny merchandise from a number of factories in Macau because of transshipment concerns. While Customs is following these instructions, it has noted that Macau MID numbers as presently reported do not distinguish these factories. Therefore, it is crucial that the MID shown on the entry correctly identifies the manufacturer to ensure that merchandise from the excluded factory list does not enter the commerce of the United States. 

On April 16, 1999, a circular letter number 11/99/DCO was issued to the trade by the Director of Macau Economic Services. This letter stated that effective April 20, 1999, the following procedure must be followed: 

In each application form for Domestic Export License, Export License, Special Customs Invoice and Certificate of Origin, the name of the establishment must be filled in block letters.

The use of "FABDE" or "FABART" in the MID number does not accurately identify the Macau manufacturer. Many factories in Macau begin with "Fabrica De" or "Fabrica Artigos" and these words should not be used to calculate the MID. 

Effective May 1, 2001, shipments utilizing MIDS with "FABDE" or "FABART" may be detained in order for Customs to ensure that the merchandise is not from one of the excluded factories. 

ACTION: 

Effective May 1, 2001, filers should use the name appearing in block letters of the visaed commercial invoice to calculate the MID. Furthermore, effective May 1, 2001, any shipment using "FABDE" or "FABART" as part of the MID number may experience delays in the release of their merchandise in order to allow Customs to verify that the name of the manufacturer is not one of the excluded factories from Macau. 

INFORMATION: 

Questions from the importing community regarding this electronic message should be referred to the local Customs port. The Customs port of entry may refer questions to Cherie Parsons, Textiles and Transshipment Branch at (202) 927-7002 or via cc.Mail. 

/signed/

Elizabeth G. Durant

cc: Executive Director, Field Operations

