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September 19, 2001







CMP-11 FO:TP:TEO:TO ETB

TO
      :
Directors, Field Operations 

FROM
      :
Executive Director, Trade Programs



Office of Field Operations

PASS TO :    Port Directors; Assistant Port Directors; Import Specialists,

 Inspectors, Entry Specialists, Brokers and Importers

SUBJECT:
TBT-01-044 -- Temporary Acceptance of Textile Visa Copies for Conditional Release of Merchandise
BACKGROUND:

The Committee for the Implementation of Textile Agreements notified the U.S. Customs Service, in a directive dated September 19, 2001, that under limited conditions and for a limited period of time, U.S. Customs shall accept copies of textile visas or exempt certificates.  In light of the recent national emergency, it has come to our attention that significant numbers of textile visas or exempt certificates may be delayed in reaching their destination.  

ACTION:

For goods requiring textile visas or exempt certificates from all countries entered for consumption on or after September 11, 2001, but prior to September 29, 2001, U.S. Customs shall accept copies of textile visas or exempt certificates for the conditional release of merchandise.  The original applicable textile visas or exempt certificates must be presented to the U.S. Customs Service immediately upon receipt but no later than 

October 12, 2001.  
Absent submission of the original visa or exempt certificate on or before October 12, 2001, the goods will be deemed inadmissible.

Electronic Visa Information System (ELVIS) transmission requirements remain in effect for all shipments for which an ELVIS transmission would normally be required. 

Effective for textiles and textile products entered on of after

September 29, 2001, original textile visas shall be required.

In the event that the original visas or exempt certificates were lost at the U.S. Customs facility at the World Trade Center, U.S. Customs will accept copies of the original visas or exempt certificates.

INFORMATION:

For further guidance or questions concerning this matter please contact Robert Abels, at (202) 927-1959.

/signed Anne K. Lombardi/

for Elizabeth G. Durant

cc: Executive Director, Field Operations

