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TO
      :
Directors, Field Operations

FROM
      :
Executive Director, Trade Programs



Office of Field Operations

SUBJECT:
TBT-01-062 Amendment of Export Visa Requirements for



Textile and Wearing Apparel Products Integrated into the



First and Second Stages of the General Agreement on Tariffs



and Trade (GATT) 1994 for Taiwan

REF
      :
TBT-98-083

BACKGROUND:

Pursuant to a December 28, 2001, Federal Register Notice (66 FR 67232), the Committee for the Implementation of Textile Agreements (CITA) has directed U.S. Customs to amend the current visa requirements for certain textile and wearing apparel products manufactured or produced in Taiwan and exported on or after January 1, 2002.

Taiwan will accede to the World Trade Organization (WTO) on

January 1, 2002.  Therefore, the first three stages of integration will be implemented on that date.

The United States will not maintain visa requirements on textile and wearing apparel products that were integrated in stages one, two and three, for goods that were produced or manufactured in Taiwan and exported on or after January 1, 2002.

The existing visa requirements for Taiwan will be maintained for goods exported prior to January 1, 2002.

Please refer to TBT-98-083, dated September 30, 1998, for the list of categories previously integrated.
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ACTION:

Effective on January 1, 2002, textile and wearing apparel products integrated in the first three stages, exported and entered, or withdrawn

from warehouse, for consumption on or after January 1, 2002, will not require an export visa or exempt certification.

Textile and wearing apparel products integrated in the first three stages, exported prior to January 1, 2002, and regardless of when they are entered, or withdrawn from warehouse, for consumption, will require an export visa or exempt certification, if applicable.
Please pass this information to Port Directors, Assistant Port Directors, Import Specialists, Inspectors, Entry Specialists, Brokers and Importers.

INFORMATION:

If you have any questions concerning the visa arrangements, please call Susan Thomas, at (202) 927-3719 or Robert Abels, at (202) 927-1959.

/signed Janet L. Labuda/

for Elizabeth G. Durant

cc:  Executive Director, Field Operations

